MODERN GERMAN HISTORIANS           121
Of this doctrine Tratschke was certainly the most influential, even if he was not the most leained, exponent. His lectures at Beihn, spiced with malicious sallies at the English, the Jews, and the socialists, were one of the established entertainments of the capital and widely celebiated in the student world of at least six nations. Nobody could complain that the Professor's teaching was lacking in the quality of duectness. He knew exactly where he stood and whithei he intended to lead his flock. A single idea informed his whole teaching If he praised Hegel as the 'first political head among the German philosophers', it was because the Hegelian philosophy glorified the State. If Byron was held up as a shining example to cosmopolitan decadents like Heine, it was because * to the banished aiistocrat England still remained the first country in the globe'. The State was the ultimate good, patriotism the supreme virtue; and the main problem foi the teacher was to develop the State-sense in a people remarkably deficient in political coherence. * What matter if there were some exaggeration? To a nation like the Go: man the call of the State must be bawled thiough a megaphone.
In the light of this governing principle, common to Aristotle, Machiavelli, and Hegel, Tieitschke expounded the ethics of German imperialism to a generation steadily becoming more and more conscious of its inner unity, its military strength, and its great future in the world. He did not hesitate to glorify wai as a necessary and elevating influence on national progress, and at all times and seasons preached with reverential emotion the gospel of material power, For Prussia his enthusiasm knew no bounds, foi he held that she had performed eveiy great achievement in German politics since the Peace of Westphalia. The true test of a man, as of a nation, was capacity for sacrifice. But if we ask the 01 acle to what ultimate end, we obtain no very clfiar or satisfactory xesponse.
That Tieitschke has been the principal liteiary organ of a veiy brutal type of imperialism should not blind us to the many elements of real moral grandeur contained in the body of his writing. Perverted, overstrained, violently prejudiced, as he undoubtedly was, nobody has paid more unstinted reverence to